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LAND MARK  DESIGNA TION  R EPORT 
 

LANDMARK NAME: The Pizzitola Building  AGENDA ITEM: C 
OWNERS: Anthony Pizzitola and Lydia Bilton  HPO FILE NO.: HP2025_0042 
APPLICANTS: Anthony Pizzitola  DATE ACCEPTED: Feb -10- 2025 
LOCATION: 1138 W Gray Street, Houston, TX, 77019   HAHC HEARING: Apr-10-2025 

SITE INFORMATION: Lot 4 and Tract 3A, Block 6, Rosemont Heights, City of Houston, Harris County, 
Texas. The site includes a one-story brick commercial building with an adjoining one-story stucco single 
family residence attached to the rear. 

TYPE OF APPROVAL REQUESTED: Landmark Designation 

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY  
The Pizzitola Building can be described as a one-story brick commercial building constructed circa 
1932-34. Attached to the rear of the commercial building is a one-story stucco, single family residence. 
A covered porch connects the house to the rear wall of the brick commercial structure. The two 
buildings possess excellent integrity and are prime examples of early twentieth century commercial 
construction with adjoining living quarters. Originally, the stucco house sat where the commercial 
building is currently located at the front of the lot facing W Gray Street. The house was listed as 1136 W 
Gray and was the only building on the lot. When Frank Pizzitola acquired the property in the early 
1930s, he decided to pick up the stucco house and relocate it to the rear of the lot. After this move was 
complete, he constructed the commercial brick building in its place with plans to utilize the site as a 
rental property. Over the years, 1138 W Gray has been occupied by numerous local Houston businesses 
from grocery stores to a picture framing shop. The current owner, Anthony Pizzitola, son of Frank 
Pizzitola, named the building in honor of his late father. The Pizzitola Building located at 1138 W Gray 
Street meets Criteria 1, 3, 4, 5, & 8 for Landmark Designation.  

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 
Frank Raymond Pizzitola 
Frank Raymond Pizzitola was born to Gaitano John Pizzitola and Anna Ciulla on July 31, 1894, in 
Orange, Texas. He was the fourth of five sons: Vincenzo (b.1877), Giovani “John” (b.1879), Jack 
(b.1882), and Joseph George (b.1896) Pizzitola. His parents both immigrated to the United States 
through New Orleans, Louisiana from Bisacquino, Citta Metropolitana di Palermo, Sicilia, Italy between 
1886-1888. From New Orleans, the Pizzitolas went to Orange, Texas. Frank was born there and worked 
in the oil fields during his teen years. He had only a fourth-grade education. By the 1910 Census, the 
family is shown as living on a county road in La Marque, Texas where Gaitano Pizzitola is listed as a 
farmer, and Frank is sixteen years old. He was drafted to World War I in June 1917 at the age of 22 and 
is listed as working as a laborer in a machine shop called “Lane and Bowler”.  
As time went on, Frank moved away from home and eventually settled in Houston, Texas following the 
war. According to the 1920 Census, he was living in a boarding house at 1113 Travis Street, and his 
occupation was a foreman at an auto shop. On November 23, 1921, Frank married Miss Bernadine 
Magdalen Guseman at Annunciation Catholic Church in Houston, Texas. The 1923-24 City of Houston 



 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
Archaeological & Historical Commission                  _                   __           Planning and Development Department 

 

 

The Pizzitola Building Page 2 of 80 HP2025_0042 
 
 

Directory lists F R Pizzitola residing at 1402 Matthews; he then lived at 820 Fairview Avenue and 
worked at “Pizzitola Bros Meat” at 4113 McKinney Avenue by 1926. On the 1927 directory, he is still 
listed as a butcher, and the couple has moved to Taft Street. According to the 1930 Census, Frank, 
Bernadine, and Bernadine’s mother Lenora are shown living together at 1301 Taft with Frank’s 
occupation being the owner of a butcher shop called “Frank’s Quality Market”. In addition to the 
butcher shop, Frank owned a small grocery store which was run by Bernadine. He was taught at an early 
age that one’s degree of wealth was determined by the amount of land owned at a time. He made it a 
point to acquire as many properties as he possibly could in order to make a name for himself.  
Over the years, Frank continued to manage his businesses (c.1920-1940s) and rental properties in 
addition to working as a general contractor. Together, he and Bernadine had one child. Anthony Frank 
Pizzitola was born on July 17, 1949. Upon Frank’s passing on July 21, 1974, the property at 1138 W 
Gray was left to his son. Anthony married Lydia Bilton in 1976 and moved into the stucco house at the 
rear of the property. They remained tenants of the house until 1987. Anthony continues to be the proud 
owner of 1138 W Gray to this day.   
 
1138 W Gray Construction and Occupant History 
When Frank Pizzitola acquired the property along W Gray Street, a one-story stucco house sat on the lot 
and was addressed as 1136 W Gray. The house appears on the 1925 Sanborn map, so its construction 
took place approximately between 1924-25 according to city directories. An advertisement in the 
Houston Chronicle from August 1932 shows “1136 W Gray, 6-room stucco” house under the Bargain 
Counter listing the property for $4500. With the intention of having various rental properties, Frank 
decided to purchase the property, pick up the existing house, and move it to the rear of the lot. In its 
place fronting the street, he built the brick commercial building which was addressed as 1138 W Gray 
upon its completion. According to the 1932 Texas General Contractors Association Bulletin, F. R. 
Pizzitola was awarded a contract to construct a one-story 43 x 50 brick store at 1138 W Gray Ave. 
According to the current owner, Anthony Pizzitola, his father found architectural plans for a brick 
commercial building and modified them to his own design. With his experience working in various 
labor-intensive industries, Frank came to view himself as self-proclaimed general contractor and was 
extremely handy. Considering this was at the time of the Great Depression, Pizzitola made it a point to 
be as frugal as possible. He employed people who had been laid off from their office jobs and they went 
to work building the structure entirely by group force. They mixed mortar by hand, and layered walls 
with bricks, concrete plaster, and more brick. By 1934, the building was complete and ready for a local 
business to set up shop.   
The first business to occupy 1138 W Gray was Nowell’s Grocery No.2 in 1934. Newspaper 
advertisements mention the business having two store locations: 2403 Taft with “Good charge accounts 
solicited. Free delivery” and 1138 W Gray available for “cash and carry”. Nowell’s No.2 is listed as the 
tenant of 1138 W Gray in newspapers through 1943. In December 1946, a new name is associated with 
the address: W. T. Morrow. A newspaper advertisement from January 1948 shows a grocery store as the 
tenant of the building, which is Morrow Food Market. By December 1954, the grocery business is listed 
as being for sale at 1138 W Gray. The listing reads, “Grocery. (old established). Must sell. Account 
health. Good fixtures, clean stock. Living quarters. 1138 W Gray”. This advertisement is run in papers 
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repeatedly from 1954-1966. Other listings mention the address as having an adjoining house with 
reasonable rent. This pattern continues until the next tenant comes along. 
In summer of 1966, 1138 W Gray became an auction house. Announcements ran in the newspapers 
almost daily to notify the community of the “Gigantic Public Auction” happening each week. The 
auctions were advertised as taking place every Tuesday and Friday at 7:30 in the evening. Items 
available included everything from furniture, home appliances, jewelry, and antiques to restaurant 
booths, automobiles, and industrial equipment. The auctions were open to the public and even included 
antique estate items from around the country, not just local finds. Most of the advertisements name Col. 
Mutt Meeks as the auctioneer leading the weekly sales. By the summer of 1970, 1138 W Gray is listed 
in an advertisement for a new store that is “in need of furniture and guns”. The business is listed as 
Mack’s Pawn Shop in an article mentioning local robberies which occurred in November later that year. 
Mack’s was robbed of $118 by two gunmen at 2:40 p.m. The address continues to be mentioned 
throughout the early 1970’s as having a good selection of bargain sales each week. A new auction house 
announces its opening at 1138 W Gray in an advertisement on July 4, 1976. The company listed is 
Bowles Auction Co. The business served not only as an antique auction house and consignment, but also 
as a place to host poetry events. Poetry readings, as well as workshops were held at Bowles on Fridays 
from 8:00-12:00 p.m. Local poets, musicians, and playwrights were given the opportunity to present 
their work in a “coffeehouse atmosphere” for the public. The building remained an auction house until 
the late 1980s.  
According to a newspaper article from July 1989, a “Montrose Retail Space or Studio” is listed as being 
available for rent at 1138 W Gray. The advertisement describes the building as “2000 sqft 14’ ceiling, 
tons of A/C, great curb appeal on heavily traveled downtown artery”. In the 1990s, the building became 
occupied by an art furniture gallery, and then a picture framing shop in 1998. The framing shop 
remained as the tenant of the commercial space as well as the adjoined stucco house until 2023 when the 
business owner passed away. Since then, both buildings have remained vacant. Anthony Pizzitola, 
property owner since 1974, maintained and restored the buildings following the vacancy. The restoration 
project was completed in 2024 and is currently awaiting a new tenant to occupy the commercial space as 
Frank R. Pizzitola had originally intended.              

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

1138 W Gray – Commercial Building 
The building fronting W Gray Street can be described as a one-story brick commercial storefront with an 
adjoining stucco house attached to the rear. The commercial structure is seven bays wide (storefront 
along W Gray Street) and six bays deep. The building is constructed entirely of brick in various shades 
of orange and neutral tones in a running bond pattern. Textured face bricks are used on the entire south 
(front) elevation and continue until the halfway mark along the west (left) and east (right) elevations. 
The bricks then change from a textured face to a smooth face brick throughout the remaining rear 
portion of the building. The front elevation has a storefront entrance with two separate entry points with 
a brick pilar divide: one single door with a large glass pane stretching ¾ of the door face and a transom 
above, and one set of double doors with a large glass pane stretching ¾ of each door face and a transom 
above. The two entrances give the impression that two businesses could occupy the building at once. 
Storefront style picture windows span across the rest of the front elevation from the edge of the door to 
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the end of the wall. Seven rows of decorative black and white smooth geometric ceramic tiles run the 
length of the façade and go from the base of the picture windows to the edge of the sidewalk entry. A 
metal awning shelters the entire front elevation from the elements. Cables connect the awning to the 
upper portion of the façade with a diamond shaped brick pattern at the attachment site. Along the top 
edge of the awning, a row of divided lite transom windows spans across the elevation. A stepped parapet 
tops the front façade with a cornice lined with bricks in a dentil pattern. On either side of the parapet is a 
decorative masonry corbel with curled ends. The parapet hides the flat roof which extends from the front 
to the rear of the building. The interior is one large commercial space with a small bathroom. 

1138 W Gray (Previously 1136 W Gray) – Rear Stucco Single-Family Residence 
The building located at the rear of Lot 4, Tract 3A can be described as a one-story textured stucco 
single-family residence on a pier-and-beam foundation. The building is five bays wide and seven bays 
deep with a covered front porch adjoining to the rear of the commercial building. Masonry steps lead up 
to the covered porch from the east (right) elevation and have a raised landing leading to the inside. The 
building is topped by a hipped-gable roof and includes six rooms on the interior. 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
Sec. 33-224. Criteria for designation 
(a) The HAHC, in making recommendations with respect to designation, and the city council, in making 
a designation, shall consider one or more of the following criteria, as appropriate for the type of 
designation: 

 S  NA S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

    (1) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area possesses character, interest or value as a 
visible reminder of the development, heritage, and cultural and ethnic diversity of the city, state, or 
nation; 

    (2) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area is the location of a significant local, state or 
national event; 

    (3) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area is identified with a person who, or group or 
event that, contributed significantly to the cultural or historical development of the city, state, or 
nation; 

    (4) Whether the building or structure or the buildings or structures within the area exemplify a 
particular architectural style or building type important to the city;  

    (5) Whether the building or structure or the buildings or structures within the area are the best 
remaining examples of an architectural style or building type in a neighborhood; 

    (6) Whether the building, structure, object or site or the buildings, structures, objects or sites within 
the area are identified as the work of a person or group whose work has influenced the heritage of 
the city, state, or nation; 

    (7) Whether specific evidence exists that unique archaeological resources are present; 
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    (8) Whether the building, structure, object or site has value as a significant element of community 
sentiment or public pride. 

AND 

     (9) If less than 50 years old, or proposed historic district containing a majority of buildings, structures, 
or objects that are less than 50 years old, whether the building, structure, object, site, or area is of 
extraordinary importance to the city, state or nation for reasons not based on age (Sec. 33-224(b)).  

 

Sec. 33-229. Criteria for protected landmark designation 
 S  NA S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

    (1) Meets at least three of the criteria for designation in section 33-224 of this Code; 

    (2) Was constructed more than 100 years before application for designation was received by the    
director; 

    (3) Is listed individually or as a contributing structure in an historic district on the National Register of 
Historic Places; or 

    (4) Is recognized by the State of Texas as a Recorded State Historical Landmark. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission recommend to City 
Council the Landmark Designation of The Pizzitola Building located at 1138 W Gray Street, Houston, 
TX 77019. 

HAHC RECOMMENDATION [LEAVE BLANK FOR HAHC REPORT – INCLUDE FOR ACTION REPORT] 
The Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission recommends to City Council the Landmark 
Designation of the [Full Name of Landmark] at [Address].   
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EXHIBIT A  
PHOTOS 

THE PIZZITOLA BUILDING 
1138 W GRAY STREET, HOUSTON, TX 77019 

 
Photo XX: South (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Stepped parapet detail on the south (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Decorative tile detail on the south (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Decorative tile detail on the south (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Front entry hardware on the south (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Front entry from W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Oblique view of the southwest (front left) corner looking towards the rear of the lot. Photo by 
Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: West (left) elevation looking towards the rear of the lot. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: West (left) elevation of the adjoining stucco residence at the rear of the lot. Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Detail view of the covered porch from the west (left) elevation that adjoins the stucco house 
to the rear of the commercial building. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Oblique view of the southeast (front right) corner facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: East (right) elevation. Camera looking south towards W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 
2025. 
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Photo XX: Brick detail halfway down the west and east side elevations. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 

 



 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
Archaeological & Historical Commission                  _                   __           Planning and Development Department 

 

 

The Pizzitola Building Page 21 of 80 HP2025_0042 
 
 

Photo XX: Northeast (rear right) corner of the east (right) elevation. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Northeast (rear right) corner. Camera looking south towards W Gray Street. Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Northeast (rear right) corner of commercial building and southeast (front right) corner of rear 
stucco house adjoining at the middle with the covered porch. Camera looking south towards W Gray 
Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Interior of commercial building entering the space from W Gray Street. Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Interior of commercial building looking towards W Gray Street from the rear of the space. 
Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 

 



 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
Archaeological & Historical Commission                  _                   __           Planning and Development Department 

 

 

The Pizzitola Building Page 26 of 80 HP2025_0042 
 
 

Photo XX: Interior view of storefront windows looking out to W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 
2025. 
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Photo XX: Interior view of storefront windows looking out to W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 
2025. 
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Photo XX: Oblique view of the east (right) elevation of the stucco house at the rear of the lot. Photo by 
Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: East (right) elevation of the stucco house at the rear of the lot. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: East (right) view of the covered porch adjoining the stucco house to the commercial building. 
Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Covered porch adjoining the two buildings. Camera looking west (left). Photo by Cara 
Quigley, 2025. 

 



 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
Archaeological & Historical Commission                  _                   __           Planning and Development Department 

 

 

The Pizzitola Building Page 32 of 80 HP2025_0042 
 
 

Photo XX: View of covered porch adjoining the two buildings. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking south out to the rear of the commercial building. 
Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking west (left). Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking west (left). Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking northeast (rear right). Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking east (right). Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025. 
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EXHIBIT B  
SITE MAP 

THE PIZZITOLA BUILDING  
1138 W GRAY STREET, HOUSTON, TX 77019 

 
Map XX: Aerial view of the site. Accessed March 2025, Google Maps. 
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Map XX: Aerial view of the site. Accessed March 2025, Google Maps. 
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Map XX: Survey of the site dated December 10, 2023. Courtesy of Anthony Pizzitola, 2025. 
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EXHIBIT C 
HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 

THE PIZZITOLA BUILDING 
1138 W GRAY STREET, HOUSTON, TX 77019  

(NOTE: FIGURES ARE ARRANGED IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER) 
 

Figure XX: 1910 U.S. Census lists the Pizzitola family living on a county road in La Marque, TX. 
Members of the household include Gaitano, Annacilla, Frank (16), and Joe (13). Accessed March 2025 
from Ancestry.com. 
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Figure XX: WWI Draft Registration Card for Frank Pizzitola (22) from June 1917. Accessed March 
2025 from Ancestry.com. 
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Figure XX: 1920 U.S. Census lists Frank Pizzitola (25) as a boarder and working as a foreman at an auto 
shop. Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com. 
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Figure XX: Texas Marriage Records from 1921 listing the union of Frank Pizzitola and Bernadine 
Guseman. Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1923 for Frank’s Quality Market, owned by Frank Pizzitola. 
Acessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Frank’s Quality Market, c.1923. This photo was printed in the Houston Chronicle 
advertising the market. Photo courtesy of Anthony Pizzitola, 2025. 

 
 



 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
Archaeological & Historical Commission                  _                   __           Planning and Development Department 

 

 

The Pizzitola Building Page 47 of 80 HP2025_0042 
 
 

Figure XX: 1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the stucco single family residence on the lot and 
addressed as 1136 W Gray Street. Accessed March 2025 from Houston Public Library Digital Archives. 
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Figure XX: Harris County Tax Records from 1928 listing the original owner of the stucco house 
addressed 1136 W Gray Street. Accessed March 2025 from Harris County Archives.  
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Figure XX: Building Land Assessment (BLA) documents for 1136 W Gray from 1929. Accessed March 
2025 from Harris County Archives.  
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Figure XX: 1930 U.S. Census listing Frank (35) and Bernadine (30) Pizzitola, and Lenora Guseman (67) 
living at 1301 Taft. Frank is listed working as a Butcher and owner of the butcher shop. Accessed March 
2025 from Ancestry.com.  
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Figure XX: BLA documents for 1136 W Gray from 1931. Accessed March 2025 from Harris County 
Archives. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1932 listing 1136 W Gray for sale. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Texas General Contractors Bulletin from 1932 listing a contract awarded to F R Pizzitola for 
a new brick HoustonStore. Accessed March 2025 from Houston Public Library. 
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Figure XX: BLA documents for 1136 & 1138 W Gray from 1932. Accessed March 2025 from Harris 
County Archives. 
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Figure XX: Harris County Tax Records from 1932 listing 1136 & 1138 W Gray existing. Accessed 
March 2025 from Harris County Archives.  
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Figure XX: BLA documents for 1138 W Gray from 1933. Accessed March 2025 from Harris County 
Archives. 
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Figure XX: 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the bricked commercial building and attached 
stucco house at the rear of the lot. Accessed March 2025 from Houston Public Library Digital Archives.  
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Figure XX: Newspaper ad from 1934 for Nowell’s Grocery at 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: 1940 U.S. Census listing Frank (46), Bernadine (40), and Lenora (75) living at 1301 Taft. 
Frank is listed working as a general repairman at home. Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com. 
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Figure XX: Frank and Bernadine Pizzitola c.1940’s. Courtesy of Anthony Pizzitola, 2025. 
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Figure XX: WWII Draft Card for Frank Pizzitola (47). Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper listing from 1946 naming WT Morrow at 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1948 naming Morrow Food Market at 1138 W Gray. 
Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: BLA documents for 1136 & 1138 W Gray from c.1950s. Accessed March 2025 from Harris 
County Archives. 
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Figure XX: 1950 U.S. Census listing Frank (55) and Bernadine Pizzitola living at 1301 Taft. Frank is 
shown working as a contractor. Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1954 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1965 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper obituary from 1965 for Bernadine Pizzitola. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1966 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1967 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1967 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 

 



 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
Archaeological & Historical Commission                  _                   __           Planning and Development Department 

 

 

The Pizzitola Building Page 72 of 80 HP2025_0042 
 
 

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1970 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: BLA document (pg. 1 of 2) from 1972 listing 1138 W Gray. Accessed March 2025 from 
Harris County Archives. 
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Figure XX: BLA document (pg. 2 of 2) from 1972 listing 1138 W Gray. Accessed March 2025 from 
Harris County Archives. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper obituary from 1974 for Frank Pizzitola. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1976 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1976 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 

 



 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
Archaeological & Historical Commission                  _                   __           Planning and Development Department 

 

 

The Pizzitola Building Page 78 of 80 HP2025_0042 
 
 

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1980 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1989 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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Figure XX: Newspaper article from 1990 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025. 
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