Focus of update:

Special Mayor’s Report to Council

DNA Backlog Clearance Project

Volume 1, Issue 3: December 19, 2013

This newsletter is designed to provide regular updates pertaining to the DNA
Backlog Clearance Project. The project will continue until all testing is complete,
reports issued by the external vendors, technical reviews finalized, and investiga-
tive follow up conducted. For more information please visit the following link:

Outsource Update: Progress by the Numbers

Cases Outsourced

9,419

Reports Complete Technical Reviews in progress Technical Reviews complete

4,551

1,237 3,314

No Investigative Benefit:

Possible Investigative Benefit:

Category* Number Category

Negative Screening 1,339| | CODIS entries to date 1,049**

No DNA Result 61 * For category definitions refer to previous newsletter.

No DNA found foreign to complainant 542 **These cases represent those where a profile was devel-

Excessive number of contributors 63 oped meeting CODIS guidelines and a CODIS entry has been
completed.

Insufficient data for CODIS entry 184

Sample type not CODIS eligible 76 Investlgatlve FOIIOW_Up
An investigative team, consisting of 3 lieutenants,
8 sergeants and 33 officers, within the Special

Total to Date 2,265 ° €& (o9 oricers, with pect
Crimes and Juvenile Divisions, has been formed to

Newsletter update created by the Forensic Services Command / mds

conduct follow-up investigations pertaining to the
DNA Clearance Project and new sexual assault cas-
es. The investigative team has worked diligently
with internal and external partners to improve all
aspects of follow-up investigations related to sexu-
al assaults in Houston. In the coming months more
detailed information regarding the number of cas-
es assigned and cleared will be shared as well as
some of the innovative techniques the Houston
Police Department is utilizing to focus on a more
holistic victim-centered approach to sexual assault
investigations. Some investigations will require
extensive follow-up while others wherein DNA test-
ing yielded no investigative benefit will require less
time to address. Metrics related to case disposi-
tions will be shared as the team works through
each follow-up investigation.



http://www.houstontx.gov/mayor/press/sak20130213.pdf�
http://www.nij.gov/topics/law-enforcement/investigations/handling-evidence/Pages/untested-sexual-assault.aspx�
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