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Our Mission
Performing Arts Houston connects audiences with 
exceptional artists through diverse performances 
and learning experiences. 

Why?  
Because through the arts, we discover new 
understanding about ourselves, create community, 
inspire dialogue, and enrich our world.

Where are we going?
We provide the most diverse and relevant 
performing arts experiences in Houston. Through 
equitable representation and opportunity, we 
support and amplify the voice of the artist to create 
positive social, cultural, and economic growth.



EDNA SAUNDERS (1880–1963) JESSE H. JONES (1874–1956)



EDNA SAUNDERS (1880–1963)



Winnie Davis Auditorium
1895-1910

@Texas and 
Louisiana

City 
Auditorium
1910-1963

Jesse H. Jones Hall for the Performing Arts
1966-Present



Houston 1956



John T. Jones (1917-1974) 
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Jesse (Jay)  H. Jones II, Melissa Jones, John 
Clinton Jones, Winifred Jones, and John T. 
Jones, Jr., in the Edna Saunders Green Room 
opening night.
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Jones Hall for the Performing Arts Opens October 2, 1966



In April of 2022, 

after 53 years as 

Society for the Performing Arts 

we changed our name!  
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