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HOUSTON THEATER DISTRICT fioBBY ZENTER

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

THE HOBBY CENTER FOR JONES'HALL FOR THE WORTHAM THEATER CENTER ALLEY THEATR '.
THE PERFORMING ARTS agfyr : PERFORMING ARTS .

Across the four major performance halls as well as other smaller Houston is of only five cities with permanent professional
venues, there are 12,948 seats for live performances and 1,580 movie resident companies in each of the major performing arts
seats, ranking our district second in the United States for the number disciplines: ballet, opera, symphony, and theater.

of theater seats in a concentrated downtown area.

A WELCOMING NEIGHBORHOOD

Over 400,000 patrons visit the Hobby Center every year.
The Memorial Hermann Broadway at the Hobby Center series is one of the highest
attended performing arts series in the region.

HOBBY///  THEATRE 1)\ (\[['R, LB 5 |
ENTER Z NDE L (_// l L\[14ll{1\ £/l @ HoustonGrandOpera HOUSTON Q
E:?R THE PERFORMING'A‘RT% THEUSTA | Transformative Musical Experiences THEATRE HOUSTonBa“eT &'/ SYMPJ[ONY .

' Performing
&

Arts Houston

A 501(c)3) Non-Frotit Organization




The Hobby Center is the central hub for artists and audiences in
Houston and is the driving force in the performing arts
ecosystem. Building on a legacy of presenting the best of
Broadway, the Hobby Center reflects the diversity of our city
through a wide range of exceptional artistic and educational
programming on and off stage. Compelling artists from Houston
and around the globe engage audiences through dynamic and
innovative artmaking and storytelling.
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EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING HoBBY ZENTER

EXO“MObII 'y } | Provide an initial window to the performing arts for all
" Houston area fifth graders annually.
DISCOVERY |/ S s

"i(AJStG"IO .,

2024 / 2025 SCHOOL YEAR

v’ 55 performances v’ 9 arts partners engaged

v’ 18,207 fifth graders registered so far v’ 8 school districts served



INNOVATIVE ARTMAKING fioBBY ZENTER

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

-
-

THE HAMILTON PROJECT

Combine‘the'power of the arts with the critical mission of
civic educatlon—.f@r.our youth

v Targeting Title 1 Schools

v" Award-winning, hottest ticket in town

we | - .
L Bt v' Teacher led curriculum

b

4 o ‘.'."4,.,' ZRR Ny v o X
TP A B sl 2 B, ™ . v" Online resources

W'ﬁr ¥ ? ff’ ‘“ &’. :, wr{-'rﬁfi: T 1', “
e mr; .' Lo 'f_‘ s oy - v Video Submissions By Students

HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL NIGHT

Thursday, March 20,2025|7:00PM

v' 2,500 tickets for students, teachers, and
principals in a single evening

sconnolly@thehobbycenter.org



mailto:sconnolly@thehobbycenter.org

CALL TO ACTION B e rrEs

ADVOCATE

¢ ‘0
Champion the arts within the City of Houston :

Amplify our collective voice

Highlight the arts’ vital role

Civic Leaders

Businesses

School Districts I N V E S T

Community Organizations
Continue investment of Hotel Occupancy Tax

Encourage new sources of arts funding



GRATITUDE

MARK FOLKES

President and CEO
mfolkes@thehobbycenter.org

713.315.2405

DEBORAH LUGO

Vice President of Programming & Education
dlugo@thehobbycenter.org

713.315.2412
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APPENDIX: NEW STRATEGIC DIRECTION

MISSION

VISTO N

VALY

The Hobby Center for the Performing Arts deepens
understanding of our shared humanity. We serve as a
connector, convenor and incubator for all Houston
audiences, artmakers and arts organizations. By presenting
engaging performances and educational programs, we
strengthen our sense of belonging to shape a more cohesive
and connected Houston community.

The Hobby Center is the central hub for artists and
audiences in Houston and is the driving force in the
performing arts ecosystem. Building on a legacy of
presenting the best of Broadway, the Hobby Center reflects
the diversity of our city through a wide range of exceptional
artistic and educational programming on and off stage.
Compelling artists from Houston and around the globe
engage audiences through dynamic and innovative artmaking
and storytelling.

TENACITY RESPECT INCLUSION GRATITUDE EXPLORATION



APPENDIX: STRATEGIC PLAN FOUR GOALS HoBBY ZENTER

15 &k "W . "BEEPEN ¢air
Exﬁ>AND QR?ISTIC “EDUCATFON-AND\
PROG MMING | 32 ENGAGEMENT.

S INITIATIVES i

5-6
Strategies
Per Goal
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APPENDIX: PRESENTED PROGRAMMING HOBBY/CENTER
2024 /2025 SEASON

Oct 1- 6,2024 Nov 19 - 24, 2024
N e )

MEMORIAL HERMANN'

2: BROADWVAY

AT THE HOBBY CENTER™

FOUNDERS CLUB )

N '
=\

\"

Apr8 13, 2025

Katie Rose Clarke &

Raquel Cepeda & Camille Thurman &
Steven Jamail

Marvio Ciribelli Darrell Green

IH[}MMI]WM usicaL

Ben Hope And Katie
Barton Hope

Apr29 - May 4, 2025 Jul 15 - 20, 2025 Aug 19 - 24, 2025
e o _M@ﬁ-"' -

TONY AWARD WINNER
BEST MUSICAL REVIVAL

PARADE

JASON ROBERT

UHRY BROWN PRINCE

MICHAEL

ARDEN

N —,

-
Dequina Moore

Storm Large Luciane Dom

11



APPENDIX: PRESENTED PROGRAMMING HiosBY/ZENTER

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

2024 /2025 SEASON

Beyond Brings the be:’t Broadway

artists to Houston THE
Br W it Il HOBBY//
oadway nashon HOBBY/)/

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
PRESENTS

Strategic partnerships with
other Houston arts
organizations, providing
expanded marketing,
production, and
administrative support to

our partners. Beyond
Broadway

PRESENTED BY
THE HOBBY CENTER

Cheyenne
Jackson:
Signs of Life

FLY DANCE COMPANY

ALL THINGS EQUAL
October 4, 2024

BpOAD\’\'AV\'VOQLD

Beyond
Broadway

PRESENTED BY
THE HOBBY CENTER

Adrienne

HoustoN EBoNY Music Society INC.

HOUSTON EBONY OPERA GUILD
April 5, 2025

Warren
in Concert

HoOUSTON EBONY
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2025 | 7:30 PM

Beyond
Broadway

PRESENTED BY
THE HOBBY CENTER

An Evening
with
Sutton Foster

NA MARIA MARTINEZ WITH ANDY EINH
May 31, 2025

FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 2025 | 8:00 PM




APPENDIX: PRESENTED PROGRAMMING HOBBYW{,ENTER

Ex¢onMobil
DISCOVERY

SERIES

18,207 Students Registered So Far
149 Schools

8 District Partners
Aldine
Alief
Dickinson
ORIGENES Houston
Voice and percuss ion through the age Pasadena
Sheldon
Spring
YES Prep

ooooooo

Feb11-13 | Feb25 27

> o i
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APPENDIX: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

HOBBY/ZCENTER

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

(ECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Rob Doty, Chair
Energy Executive (Retired)

Kimberly Cutchall, Secretary, Chair, Nom/Gov
CEO, Ultd. Group

W. Miles Marks, Treasurer, Chair, Finance
Partner, Corient Private Wealth

Mark Folkes, President & CEO
The Hobby Center for the Performing Arts

Stephen C. Ash, Chair, Strategic Planning
Managing Senior Vice President, Transwestern

Lesha Elsenbrook, Chair, Development
Community Leader

Ange Finn, Chair, Edu/Engagement
Owner, Tap Into Yourself, LLC

Marshall Heins
Senior Vice Chancellor, Houston Community College

Matthew B. Henneman
Founding Partner, Henneman Rau Kirklin & Smith, LLP

Dr. Anisha Arora, MD
Pulmonary/ Critical Care Medicine, Memorial Hermann

Judge Caroline Baker Hurley
Principal, Baker Mediation, LLC

Steven L. Burkett
Executive Vice President, JLL

Kate Dearing Fowler
Executive Director, The Jerry C. Dearing Family Foundation

Marjorie Evans
Vice Chairman, Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc.

Hillary Hart
Executive Director, Theatre Under the Stars

Ron Hulme
Bluescape Energy Partners

Franklin Jones
Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Ken Kades
The Kades Corporation

Lauren Reid
President, John Gore Organization

Jennifer Shaunty
Partner, Ernst & Young LLP

Steve Stephens
Chief Executive Officer, Amegy Bank
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