
A R T S  &  C U L T U R E  C O M M I T T E E
O C T O B E R  9 ,  2 0 2 4



H O U S T O N  T H E AT E R  D I S T R I C T
THE HOBBY CENTER FOR 

THE PERFORMING ARTS
ALLEY THEATREWORTHAM THEATER CENTERJONES HALL FOR THE 

PERFORMING ARTS

A V A I L I B I L I T Y
Across the four major performance halls as well as other smaller 

venues, there are 12,948 seats for live performances and 1,580 movie 
seats, ranking our district second in the United States for the number 

of theater seats in a concentrated downtown area.

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N
Houston is of only five cities with permanent professional 
resident companies in each of the major performing arts 

disciplines: ballet, opera, symphony, and theater.

A W E L C O M I N G N E I G H B O R H O O D
Over 400,000 patrons visit the Hobby Center every year. 

The Memorial Hermann Broadway at the Hobby Center series is one of the highest 
attended performing arts series in the region.
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T h e  H o b b y  C e n t e r  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  h u b  f o r  a r t i s t s  a n d  a u d i e n c e s  i n  
H o u s t o n  a n d  i s  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  
e c o s y s t e m .  B u i l d i n g  o n  a  l e g a c y  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  b e s t  o f  
B r o a d w a y ,  t h e  H o b b y  C e n t e r  r e f l e c t s  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o u r  c i t y  
t h r o u g h  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  a r t i s t i c  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m m i n g  o n  a n d  o f f  s t a g e .  C o m p e l l i n g  a r t i s t s  f r o m  H o u s t o n  
a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e  e n g a g e  a u d i e n c e s  t h r o u g h  d y n a m i c  a n d  
i n n o v a t i v e  a r t m a k i n g  a n d  s t o r y t e l l i n g .  
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C E N T R A L  H U B
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P R I N C I P A L  R E S I D E N T  C O M P A N Y

H O B B Y  
C E N T E R  

A R T S  
P A R T N E R S



E XC E PT I O N A L  E D U C AT I O N A L  P RO G R A M M I N G
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Provide an initial window to the performing arts for all 
Houston area fifth graders annually.

Participation is 
completely free 

including all 
transportation costs. 2024 / 2025  SCHOOL YEAR

✓ 55 performances

✓ 18,207 fifth graders registered so far

✓ 9 arts partners engaged 

✓ 8 school districts served



I N N O VAT I V E  A RT M A K I N G

Combine the power of the arts with the critical mission of 
civic education for our youth. 

HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL NIGHT

Thursday, March 20, 2025 | 7:00PM

THE HAMILTON PROJECT
Accessible

✓ Targeting Title 1 Schools

✓ Award-winning, hottest ticket in town

Educational

✓ Teacher led curriculum 

✓ Online resources

✓ Video Submissions By Students

Free

✓ 2,500 tickets for students, teachers, and 
principals in a single evening
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s c o n n o l l y @ t h e h o b b y c e n t e r. o r g  

R S V P  T O  AT T E N D  

mailto:sconnolly@thehobbycenter.org


C A L L  T O  A C T I O N

Champion the arts within the City of Houston 

Amplify our collective voice

Highlight the arts’ vital role
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A D V O C AT E

C O N V E N E

I N V E S T

Civic Leaders

Businesses

School Districts

Community Organizations
Continue investment of Hotel Occupancy Tax

Encourage new sources of arts funding



G R AT I T U D E MA R K FOLKE S
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O

m f o l k e s @ t h e h o b b y c e n t e r.o r g
7 1 3 . 3 1 5 . 2 4 0 5

DE BOR AH LUGO
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  P r o g r a m m i n g  &  E d u c a t i o n

d l u g o @ t h e h o b b y c e n t e r.o r g
7 1 3 .  3 1 5 . 2 4 1 2  
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mailto:mfolkes@thehobbycenter.org
mailto:dlugo@thehobbycenter.org


T h e  H o b b y  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  d e e p e n s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  s h a r e d  h u m a n i t y .  W e  s e r v e  a s  a  
c o n n e c t o r ,  c o n v e n o r  a n d  i n c u b a t o r  f o r  a l l  H o u s t o n  
a u d i e n c e s ,  a r t m a k e r s  a n d  a r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  B y  p r e s e n t i n g  
e n g a g i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ,  w e  
s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  t o  s h a p e  a  m o r e  c o h e s i v e  
a n d  c o n n e c t e d  H o u s t o n  c o m m u n i t y .  

T h e  H o b b y  C e n t e r  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  h u b  f o r  a r t i s t s  a n d  
a u d i e n c e s  i n  H o u s t o n  a n d  i s  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  
p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  e c o s y s t e m .  B u i l d i n g  o n  a  l e g a c y  o f  
p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  b e s t  o f  B r o a d w a y ,  t h e  H o b b y  C e n t e r  r e f l e c t s  
t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o u r  c i t y  t h r o u g h  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  
a r t i s t i c  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m m i n g  o n  a n d  o f f  s t a g e .  
C o m p e l l i n g  a r t i s t s  f r o m  H o u s t o n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e  
e n g a g e  a u d i e n c e s  t h r o u g h  d y n a m i c  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e  a r t m a k i n g  
a n d  s t o r y t e l l i n g .  

R E S P E C TT E N A C I T Y I N C L U S I O N G R A T I T U D E E X P L O R A T I O N

MISSION

VISION

VALUES
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A P P E N D I X :  N E W  S T R AT E G I C  D I R E C T I O N



A P P E N D I X :  S T R AT E G I C  P L A N  F O U R  G O A L S

Diversify programming 
across disciplines and 

range of artists with 
additional series 

Beyond Broadway.

Deepen commitment 
to Broadway 

programming.

Increase productive 
occupancy of Sarofim 
Hall and Zilkha Hall.

Activate additional 
performance spaces 

across the Hobby 
Center campus.

Broaden our 
relationships with 

promoters, 
presenters, and 

producers.

Cultivate 
relationships with 

new audiences and 
expand reach through 
diverse programming.

Provide equitable 
access for artists 

and organizations to 
Hobby Center 

resources.

Convene Houston's 
artmakers to share, 

learn, and create 
together.

Develop 
internship/fellowship 
program with a focus 
on arts management.

Broaden access to 
Broadway at the 

Hobby Center 
productions and 

artists.

Build audiences for 
Zilkha Hall 

producing partners.

Maximize revenue and 
diversify revenue sources 
including implementing a 

comprehensive 
fundraising program.

Sustain commitment 
to ongoing capital 

investment in campus.

Strengthen IT systems 
and overall use of 

technology.

Activate underutilized 
elements of existing 

campus.

Expand, build, and 
develop staff, board, 

and volunteers.

Assure cash flow covers 
operating expenses and 
capital spending needs 

and provides for an 
adequate reserve over 

time.

Expand Discovery 
Series with a targeted 
focus on reaching all 
fifth graders across 

Houston.

Provide ongoing 
programming for 

people with 
disabilities or special 

needs.

Develop a technical 
theatre program to 

train future 
generations of 
professionals.

Create learning and 
professional 
development 

opportunities for art 
markers.

Fund scholarships for 
college-level study of 
arts disciplines and 
arts administration.

Expand opportunities 
for audiences to 

engage in the creative 
process.

5-6 
Strategies 
Per Goal

E X PA N D  A R T I S T I C  
P R O G R A M M I N G

D E E P E N  
E D U C AT I O N  A N D  

E N G AG E M E N T  
I N I T I AT I V E S

S T R E N GT H E N  
H O U S T O N ’ S  

P E R F O R M I N G  
A R T S  E C O S Y S T E M

D E V E L O P  A N D  
S U S TA I N  

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Core 
Goals 
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A P P E N D I X :  P R E S E N T E D  P R O G R A M M I N G

Oct 1 -  6, 2024 Nov 19  - 24, 2024 Jan 7 - 12, 2025

Jan 21 - 26, 2025 Apr 8 - 13, 2025

Apr 29  - May 4, 2025 Jul 15 - 20, 2025 Aug 19 - 24, 2025

Mar 4 - 23, 2025

Raquel Cepeda & 
Marvio Ciribelli

S e p t e m b e r  6  – 7

Camille Thurman & 
Darrell Green

O c t o b e r  1 7  – 1 8

Katie Rose Clarke & 
Steven Jamail

N o v e m b e r  1 5  – 1 6

Teresa Zimmerman
J a n u a r y  1 7  – 1 8

Ben Hope And Katie 
Barton Hope

F e b r u a r y  1 4  – 1 5

Sally Mayes
M a r c h  2 8  – 2 9

Storm Large
A p r i l  3  – 4

Luciane Dom
M a y  9  – 1 0

Dequina Moore
J u n e  2 0  – 2 1

2024 / 2025 SEASON
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A P P E N D I X :  P R E S E N T E D  P R O G R A M M I N G

A N A  M A R I A  M A R T I N E Z  W I T H  A N D Y  E I N H O R N
M a y  3 1 ,  2 0 2 5

H O U S T O N  E B O N Y  O P E R A  G U I L D
A p r i l  5 ,  2 0 2 5

F L Y  D A N C E  C O M P A N Y
O c t o b e r  4 ,  2 0 2 4

Strategic partnerships with 
other Houston arts 

organizations, providing 
expanded marketing, 

production, and 
administrative support to 

our partners.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2024  |  7:30 PM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2025  |  7:30 PM

FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 2025  |  8:00 PM

Brings the best Broadway 
artists to Houston 

audiences in a showcase 
concert series.

F O R B I D D E N  B R O A D W A Y
A p r i l  2 4 - 2 6

L O S E R S  C I R Q U E
O c t o b e r  1 2

A L L  T H I N G S  E Q U A L
S e p t e m b e r  5 - 6

2024 / 2025 SEASON

P R E S E N T S
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A P P E N D I X :  P R E S E N T E D  P R O G R A M M I N G
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18,207 Students Registered So Far
149 Schools

8 District Partners
Aldine

Alief
Dickinson
Houston

Pasadena
Sheldon

Spring
YES Prep

Oct 8 - 10 Oct 22 - 24

Nov 5 - 7 Nov 12 - 14 Jan 14 - 16

Jan 28 - 30 Feb 11 - 13 Feb 25 - 27 Mar 26 | 11 AM

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Sept 23 - 25



A P P E N D I X :  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Rob Doty, Chair
Energy Executive (Retired)

Kimberly Cutchall, Secretary, Chair, Nom/Gov
CEO, Ultd. Group

W. Miles Marks, Treasurer, Chair, Finance
Partner, Corient Private Wealth

Lesha Elsenbrook, Chair, Development
Community Leader

Stephen C. Ash, Chair, Strategic Planning
Managing Senior Vice President, Transwestern

Ange Finn, Chair, Edu/Engagement 
Owner, Tap Into Yourself, LLC

Mark Folkes, President & CEO
The Hobby Center for the  Performing Arts

Marshall Heins
Senior Vice Chancellor, Houston Community College

Dr. Anisha Arora, MD
Pulmonary / Critical Care  Medicine, Memorial Hermann

Judge Caroline Baker Hurley 
Principal, Baker Mediation, LLC

Steven L. Burkett
Executive Vice President, JLL

Kate Dearing Fowler 
Executive Director, The Jerry C. Dearing Family Foundation

Lauren Reid
President, John Gore Organization

Jennifer Shaunty
Partner, Ernst & Young LLP

Steve Stephens
Chief Executive Officer, Amegy Bank

Marjorie Evans
Vice Chairman, Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc.

Hillary Hart
Executive Director, Theatre Under the Stars

Ron Hulme
Bluescape Energy Partners

Franklin Jones 
Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Ken Kades
The Kades  Corporation

E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  B O A R D
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Matthew B. Henneman
Founding Partner, Henneman Rau Kirklin & Smith, LLP
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