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SECTION 4620--SPECIAL DISPLAY SIGNS AT CERTAIN FACILITIES 

(a) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this section : 

COUNTY COMPLEX shall mean a sports, convention, and entertainment 
complex of more than 300 acres of land owned by a county, with three or more 
buildings housing three or more venues that collectively attract more than 2,000,000 
visitors per year. 

COUNTY COMPLEX DISPLAY SIGN shall mean an on-premise sign at a 
county complex that displays automatically changing information, changes more 
often than once every five minutes, and advises viewers as to the name, time, 
sponsor or other information related to sports or other entertainment or convention 
events to be held at such county complex, provided that : 

No change in illumination produces an apparent motion of the visual 
image, including, but not limited to, illusion of moving objects, moving 
patterns or bands of light, expanding or contracting shapes, rotation, 
scrolling, or any similar effect of animation; 

(2) 

	

No change of message or picture occurs more often than once every 
3 seconds for those portions of a sign that convey date, time, and 
temperature information brief weather reports, or stock market 
quotations, more often than every 10 seconds for those portions of a 
sign that contain traffic or directional information, or more than once 
every 20 seconds for all other information on the sign; 

(3) 

	

No portion of the sign, as measured within any circular area of two 
feet in diameter, has a luminance greater than 200 foot-lamberts 
when all elements of the sign are fully and steadily illuminated; and 

(4) 

	

The authorized display sign shall not exceed 700 square feet in size 
and may be constructed as a stand-alone sign or as a contiguous 
component of a larger sign. 

EAST SIDE SPORTS AND CONVENTION COMPLEX DISTRICT shall mean 
the area contained within the following _metes and bounds description : 

BEGINNING at the intersection of the center line of the right-of-way of 
Congress Avenue with the center line of the right-of-way of Hamilton Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Hamilton Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Preston Avenue, 
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Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Preston Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Bastrop Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Bastrop Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Texas Avenue, 

Thence in a northwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Texas Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Hamilton Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Hamilton Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Capitol Avenue, 

Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Capitol Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Chartres Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Chartres Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Clay Avenue, 

Thence in a northwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Clay Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Jackson Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Jackson Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Leeland Avenue, 

Thence in a northwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Leeland Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Labranch Street, 

Thence in a northeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Labranch Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
line of Polk Avenue, 

Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
line of Polk Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Crawford Street, 
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Thence in a northeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Crawford Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Lamar Avenue, 

Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Lamar Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Avenida de las Americas, 

Thence in a northeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
and then a projection of the center line of the right-of-way of Avenida de las 
Americas to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of Capitol 
Avenue, 

Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Capitol Avenue to its intersection with the west right-of-way line of 
Hamilton Street, 

Thence in a northeasterly direction along the west right-of-way line of 
Hamilton Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Texas Avenue, 

Thence in a northwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Texas Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Crawford Street, 

Thence in a northeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Crawford Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Congress Avenue, 

Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Congress Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Hamilton Street to the Point of Beginning, including, without limitation, all 
air space above and all subsurface below said property and excluding Lots 
1 through 5A of Block 164, of the City of Houston on the South Side of 
Buffalo Bayou . 

NIT shall mean one candela per square meter (Cd/m2) of luminous intensity . 

RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT shall mean the area contained 
within the following metes and bounds description : 

BEGINNING at the intersection of the center line of the right-of-way of Main 
Street with the center line of the right-of-way of Dallas Avenue 
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Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Dallas Avenue to its _intersection with the center line of the right of way of 
Caroline Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Caroline Street to its intersection with the center line of the right of way of 
Polk Avenue, 

Thence in a northwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Polk Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right of way of 
Main Street, 

Thence in a northeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Main Street to its intersection with the center line of the right of way of 
Dallas Street to the Point of Beginning, including without limitation all air 
space above and all subsurface below said property. 

SPECIAL FACILITY shall mean an enclosed theater, sports, or 
convention/trade show venue, restaurant/entertainment venue, or retail venue, 
hotel or any combination thereof that is situated within the boundaries of the 
Theater District , the Retail and Entertainment District, or the East Side Sports and 
Convention Complex District upon land contained within the boundaries of any one 
or more of the districts as defined herein, including but not limited to land owned by 
a nonprofit organization of, a governmental entity, or a for-profit entity,, provided that 
provided that within the Theater District or the East Side Sports and Convention 
Complex District, the venue: 

(1) 

	

If a theater, seats at least 750 persons and is primarily used for live 
performances of a performing arts nature ; 

(2) 

	

If a sports venue, seats at least 750 persons and is primarily used for 
professional sporting events ; 

(3) 

	

If a restaurant/entertainment venue, includes one or more restaurants 
as well as one or more public amusement or educational .features, 
such as carnival-type rides, zoological or horticultural exhibits or 
museum-type exhibits ; 

(4) 

	

If either a restaurant/entertainment venue or a hotel, includes one or 
more ballrooms, special functions rooms, or banquet rooms that have 
a total combined seating capacity of 750 or more persons and are 
regularly made available for rent to the public with food catering for 
meetings, receptions, and other events ; and 
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(5) 

	

If a convention center complex, has over 1,500,000 gross square feet 
of space and is primarily used for convention/trade show functions . 

A facility with a movable roof that closes shall be considered to be enclosed but 
parks and plazas that are not otherwise fully covered and enclosed shall not be . 

SPECIAL FACILITY DISPLAY SIGN shall mean an on-premise sign that 
displays automatically changing information at a special facility that changes more 
often that once every five minutes and that displays only information regarding a 
performance or event at the special facility and associated sponsor information for 
the performance or event, provided that: 

(1) 

	

No change of displayed information may occur more often than once 
every 8 seconds . This requirement shall not preclude a display in the 
nature of a photograph or still video, provided that the display remains 
static between changes and changes at intervals of not less than 8 
seconds ; 

(2) 

	

The sign display remains static between changes and contains no 
blinking, rotating, moving, chasing, flashing, scrolling, glaring, strobe, 
scintillating, or spot lights or similar devices ; 

(3) 

	

Any display of sponsor information shall be limited to identification of 
the sponsor by name or logo and shall be a part of a message text 
providing information about the sponsored performance or event; 
sponsorship information shall be integral to performance information 
and may not be displayed as a separate message. For purposes of 
the foregoing provision, a "logo" may be the sponsor's registered 
trademark or another symbol customarily used by the sponsor in its 
general advertising ; 

(4) 

	

The sign shall be a ground sign, a marquee sign, or a wall sign_ 

_a . 

	

Within the East Side Sports and Convention Complex District, 
the size of the sign if a wall sign shall not exceed 1000 square 
feet, and the size of the sign if a ground or marquee sign shall 
not exceed 250 square feet at convention center facility 
venues or 400 square feet at other types of venues; 

b . Within the Theater District, the size of the sign if a ground or 
marquee sign shall not exceed 250 square feet, and the size 
of the sign if a wall sign shall not exceed 500 square feet ; 
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c. Within the Retail and Entertainment District, there shall be a 
single wall sign not to exceed 162 square feet in size ; 

(5) 

	

The height of the sign shall not exceed the following, as applicable, 
when measured from the highest point on the sign to the grade level 
of the ambient ground surface: 

a. 

	

In the Theater District, wall signs may be up to 50 feet high ; 
b. 

	

In the East Side Sports and Convention Center Complex 
District, wall signs may be up to 50 feet high for convention 
center venues and up to 421/2 feet high for other types of 
venues ; 

c. 

	

In the Theater District, ground or marquee signs may be up to 
24 feet high ; 

d . 

	

In the East . Side Sports and Convention Center Complex 
District, ground or marquee signs may be up to 24 feet high for 
convention center venues and up to 421/ feet high for other 
venues; 

(6) 

	

No portion of the sign, as measured within any circular area of two 
feet in diameter, shall have a luminance greater than 6000 nits when 
all elements of the sign are fully and steadily illuminated between the 
hours of sunrise and sundown, nor greater than 3500 nits when all 
elements of the sign are fully and steadily illuminated between the 
hours of sundown and sunrise ; in addition to the foregoing brightness 
limitations, the sign shall be equipped with automatic brightness 
compensation features to adjust the brightness to compensate for sun 
angle and ambient light conditions and ensure that the sign is visible 
but not unnecessarily radiant; 

(7) 

	

No special facility display sign shall be placed so as to be visible from 
an elevation five feet above any travel lane of any freeway. This 
requirement shall not preclude visibility of the sign's cabinet or the 
sign's face, provided that the sign is at least 2000 feet distant or is at 
an oblique angle, in either case so that it is not practicably viewable 
and readable ; and 

(8) 

	

In addition to providing information about its own performances and 
events, a live performing arts theater special facility's sign may also 
be utilized to provide information about live performing arts 
performances and events at another live performing arts theater 
situated in the same structure or contiguous complex of structures, 
including live performances and events at secondary theaters that 
may have fewer than 750 seats. 
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THEATER DISTRICT shall mean the area contained within the following 
metes and bounds description: 

BEGINNING at a point at the intersection of the center line of the right-of-way 
of Interstate Highway 45 with the center line of the right-of-way of Franklin 
Avenue, 

Thence in an easterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way of 
Franklin Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the southbound 
ramp to Interstate Highway 10, a continuation of Smith Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Smith Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Prairie Avenue, 

Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Prairie Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Louisiana Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Louisiana Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way 
of Texas Avenue, 

Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Texas Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Milam Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Milam Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Capitol Avenue, 

Thence in a northwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Capitol Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Smith Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Smith Street to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Walker Avenue, 

Thence in a northwesterly direction along the center line and then a 
projection of the center line of Walker Avenue to its intersection with the 
center line of the right-of-way of Interstate Highway 45, 
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Thence in a northeasterly direction along the center line of the right-of-way 
of Interstate 45 to its intersection with the center line of the right-of-way of 
Franklin Avenue, the point of Beginning, including, without limitation, all air 
space above and all subsurface below said property . 

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of this code governing spectacular signs or the 
use of motion picture machines to the contrary, county complex display signs and special 
facility display signs shall be authorized in the manner defined in this section . The number 
of county complex display signs authorized under this section shall not exceed three per 
county complex. The number of special facility display signs authorized under this section 
in the Retail and Entertainment District shall be limited to only one (1) which shall be a 
wall sign . Otherwise, the number of special facility display signs authorized under this 
section shall not exceed two per special facility, except that a convention center complex 
with over 1,500,000 gross square feet of space may have a maximum of eight signs to 
include not more than seven ground or marquee signs and one wall sign . A hotel that is 
associated with a convention center complex may have two special facility display signs 
in addition to those otherwise authorized for the convention center complex. 

With respect to special facilities, the provisions of the foregoing paragraph are not 
intended to allow more than the number of signs authorized therein to be placed for or 
upon any structure or attached and contiguous complex of structures even if the structure 
or structures contain two or more venues that constitute special facilities . 

Exception : Where the special facility venues do not share the same primary lobby 
or have contiguous lobbies and the primary public entrances to the primary 
lobbies of the venues are on different streets or different block faces of the 
same street, then each special facility 

	

venue may have the number of 
special facility display signs authorized in this subsection . 

(c) The Sign Administrator shall have the right to revoke the permit for any county 
complex display sign or special facility display sign that is erected or utilized in any manner 
that is inconsistent with this section or any other provision of this code . Any such 
revocation shall be subject to the sign owner's rights under this code, including appeals to 
the General Appeals Board and City Council, as provided in Section 4604. Upon 
revocation of the permit for any sign governed by this section and conclusion of any 
appeals that may be timely initiated as authorized in Section 4604, or upon expiration of 
the permit if not timely renewed, the owner of the sign shall cause the sign to be removed 
from the county complex or special facility within 30 days. If the owner fails to timely 
remove the sign, the Sign Administrator shall have the right to enter upon the property 
upon which the sign is situated and remove the sign at the permit holder's sole risk and 
expense. The Sign Administrator and his contractors or agents shall exercise reasonable 
care, consistent with standard construction practices, in removing the sign, but shall not 
be responsible for any consequential damage to the sign or the special facility or county 
complex that is caused by the removal process. Each permit for a special facility sign or 
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county complex display sign shall be secured by a right of entry agreement . executed by 
the owner of the property (if not the City or political subdivisions of the State of Texas such 
as counties) and any lessees and other persons having a right of possession, control, or 
use of the property upon which the sign will be situated . If the sign and the property upon 
which it is situated are not also under the ownership, operation, and control of the City or 
political subdivisions of the State of Texas such as counties, then the permit shall 
additionally be secured by a removal bond executed by the sign operator as principal and 
a corporate surety authorized to transact business in Texas . The amount of the bond shall 
be equal to one and one-half times the cost of removing the sign as estimated by the Sign 
Administrator and the penal condition of the bond shall be that the surety will cause the 
sign to be removed or reimburse the City for the expense thereof, at the City's option, if the 
sign is not timely removed by the principal as required by this subsection . All bonds and 
agreements required under this subsection shall be in a form approved by the City 
Attorney . Where the same person or persons hold permits for two or more signs, the 
agreement and bond may be combined . 

d) Save and except for the special facility display sign located in the Retail and 
Entertainment District, which shall be governed by the other provisions of this Section 
4620, and save and except for signage on the office tower located in the Retail and 
Entertainment District, the following provisions shall apply to signs located in the Retail and 
Entertainment District : 

The limitations of Section 4611(c)(3) shall not apply, provided 

a . For wall signs, direct lighting shall not be used to illuminate more than 
fifty-percent (50%) of the total surface area of any given wall, and the 
total square footage of wall signs illuminated by direct lighting shall 
not in the aggregate exceed thirty-three percent (33%) of the total 
outer wall surface in the district, excluding the outer wall surface_ of 
the office tower, 

b . 

	

No direct lighting shall be used for ground or marquee signs in excess 
of 200 square feet in size . 

The size of any wall sign shall not exceed 1000 square feet, the size of any 
ground or marquee sign shall not exceed 400 square feet, and the size any 
of projecting sign shall not exceed 200 square feet. 

f 31 

	

The maximum height above grade for wall signs and proiecting signs for 
each respective business_ shall not exceed the maximum ceiling height of 
that portion of the building used for that business and approved for retail use 
under the City of Houston Building Code, or eighty (80) feet whichever is 
lower. 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 4620 OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON 
BUILDING CODE ("THE HOUSTON SIGN CODE"), TO EXPAND AND REVISE THE 
APPLICATION OF THE PROVISIONS THEREOF CURRENTLY APPLYING TO THE 
EAST SIDE SPORTS AND CONVENTION COMPLEX DISTRICT AND THE THEATER 
DISTRICT TO INCLUDE A RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT; CONTAINING 
OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE FOREGOING SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the development of retail venues is a central element in the vision of 
the Houston Downtown Development Framework Plan prepared bythe Houston Downtown 
Management District ; and, 

WHEREAS, illuminated and informative signage in the context of the concentrated 
Downtown Houston urban setting plays a critical role in establishing connectivity by 
providing direction and lighting for pedestrians and enhancing the pedestrian experience 
without adversely affecting traffic ; and, 

WHEREAS, the positive impact of such Downtown signage and associated lighting 
in a controlled and concentrated environment as authorized under Section 4620 of the 
Houston Sign Code is illustrated by the success of the Theater District and the adjacent 
East Side Sports and Convention Complex District ; and, 

WHEREAS, the Houston Downtown Management District has forwarded a letter to 
the Mayor recognizing the pending opening of the Houston Pavilions as Downtown 
Houston's third sizeable retail development encompassing one or more Downtown city 
blocks; and, 

WHEREAS, the Houston Downtown Management District has in the same letter 
proposed amendment of Section 4620 of the Houston Sign Code to create a Retail and 
Entertainment District encompassing the new Houston Pavilions development 
implementing sign and sign illumination controls similar to those applicable to the existing 
adjacent Theater District and East Side Sports and Convention Complex District ; NOW, 
THEREFORE, 

Section 1 . That the findings contained in the preamble of this Ordinance are 

determined to be true and correct and are hereby adopted as a part of this Ordinance. 

05/13/2008 (10 :16am) 

City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No. 2008- 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS : 



GAGENERAL\LWS\SIGNS\Retail and Entertainment District.wpd\SignCodeAmdmt#13 Retail dist .wpd 

City of Houston Construction Code known as the Building Code (the "Sign Code"), is 

hereby amended by adding, in the appropriate alphabetical order position, a definition of 

the term RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT to read as follows : 

Section 2 . That Subsection (a) of Section 4620 of Chapter 46 of that volume of the 

"RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT shall mean the area 
contained within the following metes and bounds description : 

BEGINNING at the intersection of the center line of the right-of-way 
of Main Street with the center line of the right-of-way of Dallas 
Avenue, 

Thence in a southeasterly direction along the center line of the right-
of-way of Dallas Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the 
right of way of Caroline Street, 

Thence in a southwesterly direction along the center line of the right-
of-way of Caroline Street to its intersection with the center line of the 
right of way of Polk Avenue, 

Thence in a northwesterly direction along the center line of the right-
of-way of Polk Avenue to its intersection with the center line of the 
right of way of Main Street, 

Thence in a northeasterly direction along the center line of the right-
of-way of Main Street to its intersection with the center line of the right 
of way of Dallas Street to the Point of Beginning, including, without 
limitation, all airspace above and all subsurface below said property ." 

Section 3 . That Subsection (a) of Section 4620 of the Sign Code is hereby 

amended by revising the introductory paragraph of the definition of the term SPECIAL 

FACILITY to read as follows: 

"SPECIAL FACILITY shall mean an enclosed theater, sports, or 
convention/trade show venue, restaurant/entertainment venue, retail venue, 
hotel or any combination thereof that is situated within the boundaries of the 
Theater District, the Retail and Entertainment District, or the East Side 
Sports and Convention Complex District upon land contained within the 
boundaries of any one or more of the districts as defined herein, including 

05/13/2008 (10:16am) 

	

- 2 
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follows : 

but not limited to land owned by a nonprofit organization, a governmental 
entity, or a for-profit entity, provided that within the Theater District or the 
East Side Sports and Convention Complex District, the venue :" 

Section 4. That item (4) of the definition of the term SPECIAL FACILITY DISPLAY 

SIGN in the Sign Code is hereby amended to read as follows : 

"(4) 

	

The sign shall be a ground sign, a marquee sign, or a wall sign : 

a . 

	

Within the East Side Sports and Convention Complex District, 
the size of the sign if a wall sign shall not exceed 1000 square 
feet, and the size of the sign if a ground or marquee sign shall 
not exceed 250 square feet at convention center facility 
venues or 400 square feet at other types of venues; 

b . 

	

Within the Theater District, the size of the sign if a ground or 
marquee sign shall not exceed 250 square feet, and the size 
of the sign if a wall sign shall not exceed 500 square feet ; 

c . 

	

Within the Retail and Entertainment District, there shall be a 
single wall sign not to exceed 162 square feet in size ;" 

Section 5. That Item (5) of the definition of the term SPECIAL FACILITY DISPLAY 

SIGN in the Sign Code is hereby amended by adding a new Subitem e that reads as 

"e . 

	

In the Retail and Entertainment District, the maximum height above 
grade for the single special facility display sign shall not exceed 42'/2 
feet;" 

Section 6. That the first paragraph of Subsection (b) of Section 4620 of the Sign 

Code is hereby amended to read as follows : 

"(b) Notwithstanding any provision of this code governing spectacular 
signs or the use of motion picture machines to the contrary, county complex 
display signs and special facility display signs shall be authorized in the 
manner defined in this section . The number of county complex display signs 
authorized underthis section shall not exceed three per county complex . The 
number of special facility display signs authorized under this section in the 
Retail and Entertainment District shall be limited to only one (1), which shall 

05/13/2008 (10:16am) 

	

- 3 



G:\GENERAL\LWS\SIGNS\Retail and Entertainment District.wpd\SignCodeAmdmt#13 Retail dist wpd 

follows : 

be a wall sign . Otherwise, the number of special facility display signs 
authorized under this section shall not exceed two per special facility, except 
that a convention center complex with over 1,500,000 gross square feet of 
space may have a maximum of eight signs to include not more than seven 
ground or marquee signs and one wall sign . A hotel that is associated with 
a convention center complex may have two special facility display signs in 
addition to those otherwise authorized for the convention center complex." 

Section 7 . That, a new Subsection (d) is'hereby added to Section 4620 to read as 

"(d) Save and except for the special facility display sign located in the 
Retail and Entertainment District, which shall be governed by the other 
provisions of this Section 4620, and save and except for signage on the 
office tower located in the Retail and Entertainment District, the following 
provisions shall apply to signs located in the Retail and Entertainment 
District : 

(1) 

	

The limitations of Section 4611(c)(3) shall not apply, provided : 

b . 

	

No direct lighting shall be used for ground or marquee 
signs in excess of 200 square feet in size . 

05/13/2008 (10:16am) 

	

- 4 

For wall signs, direct lighting shall not be used to 
illuminate more than fifty-percent (50%) of the total 
surface area of any given wall, and the total square 
footage of wall signs illuminated by direct lighting shall 
not in the aggregate exceed thirty-three percent (33%) 
of the total outer wall surface in the district, excluding 
the outer wall surface of the office tower; 

(2) 

	

The size of any wall sign shall not exceed 1000 square feet, 
the size of any ground or marquee sign shall not exceed 400 
square feet, and the size any of projecting sign shall not 
exceed 200 square feet . 

(3) 

	

The maximum height above grade forwall signs and projecting 
signs for each respective business shall not exceed the 
maximum ceiling height of that portion of the building used for 
that business and approved for retail use under the City of 
Houston Building Code, or eighty (80) feet, whichever is lower." 
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Section 8. All provisions of the Sign Code and Ordinance No. 2007-1197 not 

inconsistent with the provisions herein shall apply to signs located in the Retail and 

Entertainment District . 

Section 9 . That, if any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase 

of this Ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances, is for 

any reason held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid, the validity of the remaining portions 

of this Ordinance or their application to other persons or sets of circumstances shall not 

be affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this Ordinance that 

no portion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall become inoperative or 

fail by reason of any unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, 

and all provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable for that purpose . 

Section 10. That there exists a public emergency requiring that this Ordinance be 

passed finally on the date of its introduction as requested in writing by the Mayor; therefore, 

this Ordinance shall be passed finally on such date and shall take effect immediately upon 

its passage and approval by the Mayor. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 

	

day of 

	

, 2008 . 

Prepared by Legal Dept. 
~ v 

LWS:asw 05/09/2008 

	

Seni 

	

AssistAnt City Attorney 
Requested by 
L .D . No . 

	

7 

05/13/2008 (10:16am) 

Mayor of the City of Houston 









































































































































































































































































































Date 

	

SUBJECT: 

	

Professional Energy Audit Services Contracts 

	

'0*2 C_ 
Originator's 

Task Order Contracts for Various City Facilitie 

	

Initials 
Siemens Building Technologies, Inc . 

	

iAY I 

	

Sl 
T.A.C . Americas, Inc . 

After the audits are complete, City Council will be asked to approve Energy Savings Performance Contracts with both 
vendors for implementation of some or all of the audit recommendations. Fees for each task order will be based upon 
a negotiated lump sum. 

SELECTION PROCESS : GSD conducted a three-step selection process . First, on June 15, 2007 and June 22, 2007, 
GSD advertised a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) containing selection criteria that ranked the respondents on 
experience A similar relevant projects by firm and individuals assigned to the project, experience of proposed 
subcontractors, track record of meeting deadlines, appropriateness of approach, and references . Six firms responded : 
Siemens, Johnson Controls, Inc ., T.A.C ., Ameresco, Honeywell, and Hunton Trane. GSD formed a selection committee 
comprised of representatives from GSD, Public Works and Engineering, Houston Airport System and technical staff . 
The evaluation committee short-listed the top five ranking firms : Siemens, T .A.C ., Honeywell, Johnson Controls, Inc ., 
and Ameresco . 

Second, the evaluation committee requested each of the five firms to provide an analysis of specific City-owned 
facilities and ranked the respondents on energy efficiency and conservation approach, performance contracting 
experiences, utility savings verification, performance-based energy savings guarantees, and training and equipment . 
The evaluation committee short listed the top three firms : Siemens, T.A .C ., and Hcneywell . 

Third, the evaluation committee interviewed each of the three firms and selected Siemens and T.A .C . based on 
their qualifications . 

MM/BE INFORMATION: 

	

An M/WBE goal of 24% has been established for each contract . The consultants 
have submitted the following certified firms to achieve the goal . 

Siemens : 
Firm 
Bocci Engineering 

	

Engineering and Design 

	

24% 

T.A.C . : 
Firm 

	

Work Description 

	

% of Contract 
'The Maddox Group 

	

Construction Management 

	

24% 

IZD:JLN : 

F&A 01 LA Rev. 354 
7530-0100403-0 

Work Description 

c : 

	

Marty Stein, Jacquelyn L . Nisby, Joseph Kurian, James Tillman IV, Kim Nguyen, File 813 
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TO: Mayor via City Secreta 

FROM (Department or other point of origin) : 

General Services Department 

DIRECTOR'S SIGNATU~ 

Issa Z. Dadoush, P.E . 

RECOMMENDAT 

F&A 011 .A Rev. 3/94 

For additional infdIrMatibn contact: 
Jacquelyn L . Nisby 

PROJECT LOCATION : 3303 Lyons Avenue (494F) 

VIREVOT-Man & Construction Division 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL A 

Phone : 713-247-1814 

Appropriate funds for the project . 

JECT: 

	

Appropriate Funds for Issuance of a Purchase Order to 
Smith & Company Architects 
Fifth Ward Deluxe Theater Renovation 
WBS No. E-000178-0001-3 

Amount and Source Of Funding : 
$ 25,000.00 Public Library Consolidated Construction Fund (4507) 

Origination Date 

Council District(s) affected : 

B 

Agenda Date 

Date and identification of prior authorizing 
Council action : 

Finance Budget: 

008 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION: 

	

The Deluxe Theater is an important landmark in the history of Fifth Ward . "Between the 
1940s and 1960s, surrounded by ice cream parlors, five and dime stores, and cafes, the Deluxe Theater became the 
"family show" for Fifth Warders". The City is pursuing a plan to restore the existing facility in partnership with the 
Houston Public Library and University of Houston School of Theater and Dance. 

The General Services Department recommends that City Council appropriate $25,000 out of the Public Library 
Consolidated Construction Fund to fund the issuance of a purchase order to Smith & Company Architects for 
programming services to define the scope of the project within the budgetary constraints . Smith & Company Architects 
was selected based on their experience in historic restorations . 

IZD:PJG:JLN:RAV:VTN 
c: Marty Stein, Jacquelyn L. Nisby, Wendy Teas Heger, AIA, Carter Roper, File E-000178-0001/507 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 

	

CUIC#25DSGN21 

Houston Public Library: 
1t 

Rhea 

	

o 

	

Lawson, PhD. 
Director 




































































































